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Cigaret Firm to Study 
A ‘Protein Filter 
U.S. Banknote Made 


j Imperial Tobacco of Canada 
To Explore Item Developed 
, By Stock-Certificate Outfit ! 


By a Wall Street Journal Staff Reporter 
NEW YORK—U.S. Banknote Corp. an 
nounced an agreement with: Imperial Tobacco 
Co. of Canada to explore a new “protein” ciga- 
ret filter developed by U.S. Banknote. 

U.S, Banknote is a printing company spe¬ 
cializing in making stock certificates. Imperial 
is Canada’s largest tobacco company. 

The announcement,,made in a letter to U.S. 
Banknote shareholders, said, “Your company 
jhas entered into an agreement with (Imperial 
Tobacco): to explore the possibilities of develop¬ 
ing a program for consumer adaptation, pro¬ 
duction; and marketing of a new protein ciga- 
ret filter developed by U.S. Banknote. Of 
course, it is too early to indicate just when pro- 


! duction might begin or what the market poten- 
|tial for this item may be.” 


Asked if Imperial is only evaluating the fil- 
| ter or has definitely decided to market it even» 
tually.i Mrs. R. E. Menzies, secretary of U.S. 
Banknote, said she couldn’t comment. She de¬ 
clined to say what value, if any,, the new filter 
has. 

Officials of Imperial Tobacco in ‘Montreal 
and Kenneth W. Smith* president of U.S. Bank¬ 
note, couldn’t be reached for comments. 

Several! new filter materials are patented 
leach month by major tobacco companies or by 
individuals. Two recent ones are made of 
“foamed; whipped fat” and of substantially 
sulphur-free paper. 

In Canada; Imperial Tobacco uses the con¬ 
troversial' Strickmarv filter on: its Richmonds 
brand. The filter, made of polyurethane, was 
originally claimed to cut “tar” content in ciga- 
ret smoke by two-thirds but not affect taste. 
The filter is also used on Ransoms, made by 
Rothmans of Pall Mall Canada Ltd* 
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B&W Agrees 


To Acquire 
Vita Foods 


Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corpi 
of Louisville, Ky., has agreed to ac¬ 
quire Vita Food: Products Inc., an 
importer and packager of specialty 
foods, for $14,000,000' in cash. 

The proposed acquisition is subject 
to the approval of Vita directors and 
stockholders, who are expected to meet 
later this month to vote on the merger. 

If completed, the acquisition would 
be Brown & Williamson’s first move 
outside the tobacco field. Other to 
bacco companies, including British 
American' Tobacco Go. of England, 
which owns Brown & Williamson; are 
already engaged in major diversifica¬ 
tion programs. 

Besides its tobacco interests, British- 
American owns packaging, cosmetic 
and ice cream companies. About 14 
per cent of its annual earnings are 
believed accounted for by non-tobacco 
sales. 

Vita’s packaged food products in* 
elude pickles, shrimp cocktail and 
olives. 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/doos/msjk0000; - 
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